












Julie Lefaive  
96 Mousseau Cres. 
Belle River, ON N0R 1A0 
(519) 728-3628  
Jgmjlef@aol.com 
February 28th Open House 
 

My concern is pesticide use on residential lawns especially in subdivisions.  Also lawn care companies 
claim that they have ‘organic’ fertilizers/pesticides.  How true is this?  Is it a marketing tool to sell their 
product?  Another concern is the conservation of marsh area – not using the land for building a new 
subdivision. 
 
SPC Response: 
Correspondence was sent outlining the role of Source Water Protection and the responsibilities of the 
SPC.  Information was also included on the dangers of pesticide use and drinking water and on organic 
or environmentally friendly products and services.  The Detroit River Canadian Cleanup “Pull Don’t 
Spray” brochure was also included for additional information on maintaining a lawn without the use of 
chemicals. 
 
 

 

 



5.4 Summary of Existing Threats in the Essex Region Source Protection Area (ERSPA) 

A ‘Drinking water threat’ means an activity or condition that adversely affects or has the 

potential to adversely affect the quality or quantity of any water that is or may be used as a source of 

drinking water (Threats to Sources of Drinking Water and Aquatic Ecosystem Health in Canada, 

2001). Following is a preliminary list of the threats to drinking water sources in the ESPRA. Most of 

these land use activities or conditions are in general threats to the drinking source water as well as 

aquatic ecosystem health. 

 Surface Water Threats (preliminary/tentative list) 

 Sewage treatment plant  (STP) effluent 

 Sewage treatment plant (STP) by-passes 

 Industrial effluents 

 Combined Sewer Overflows (CSOs) 

 Road salt application 

 Storm water management systems 

 Private sewage disposal systems 

 Cemeteries 

 Landfills 

 Hazardous waste disposal 

 Pesticide/herbicide/fertilizer application and storage (rural and urban) 

 Manure/biosolids storage and application 

 Contaminated sediments (historical activities) 

 Fuels/Hydrocarbons/Organic solvents (storage and dispensing) 

 Transportation corridor (i.e. spills) 

 Chemical Air Depositions to Surface waters 

 Harbours/marinas/shipping channel and boating activities 

 

 Groundwater Threats (Preliminary/tentative list) 

 Road salt application 

 Cemeteries 

 Landfills 

 Hazardous waste disposal 

 Manure/biosolids application and storage 

 Fuels/Hydrocarbons/Organic solvents (storage and dispensing) 

 Transportation corridor (i.e. spills) 

 Most of the surface water threats listed above in conjunction with constructed 

pathways such as wells ,quarries etc or in the highly vulnerable areas (HVAs) 

 

Note: Some of these threats may or may not currently causing a significant impact to sources of 

drinking water but may pose the potential to do so. Others may be causing impacts to drinking water 

sources either on a continuous or intermittent basis, but the impact may not have been detected as yet. 

Note: Potential threats to drinking water sources will be further evaluated through detailed 

technical studies per MOE Guidance Module 5 as funded through MOE. 
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6.2 Summary of Existing Known Issues in the Essex Region Source Protection Area (ERSPA) 

A ‘Drinking water issue’ is a contaminant at the elevated level that interferes, or that can be 

reasonably predicted to interfere with the use of a drinking water source in the near term if rising 

trends continue (Threats to Sources of Drinking Water and Aquatic Ecosystem Health in Canada, 

2001). For example, in such events the drinking water treatment requires significant changes in either 

chemical dosage or treatment to bring down these contaminants to acceptable drinking water limits. 

Issues are typically associated with a specific land use activity (threat), past or present, but can also 

reflect a natural occurrence. The following list consists of the issues encountered, through the 

water quality data analysis for the watershed characterization report preparation, in the Essex 

Region Source Protection Area, some of which are directly related to drinking water systems, 

while others are related to an aquatic ecosystem health. 

 Known Drinking Water Issues 

 Aluminum (The Belle River WTP and the Stoney Point WTP) 

 Iron (The Belle River WTP and the Stoney Point WTP) 

 Phosphorous (The Belle River WTP and the Stoney Point WTP) 

 Zinc (The Belle River WTP and the Stoney Point WTP) 

 E.Coli (at all the WTPs in our region) 

 Ammonia (at all the WTPs in our region) 

 Turbidity (at all the WTPs in our region) 

 Chlorides (at all the WTPs in our region) 

 Note: see Figure 4.1 for location of Water Treatment Plants (WTPs) 

 

 

 Known Issues to Aquatic Ecosystem Health and Recreational use, which need additional 

information/investigation to establish if they are issue to drinking water or not.   
 

 E.Coli (frequent beach closings and postings in the region) 

 Chlorides 

 Phosphorus 

 Nitrate/Nitrite 

 Iron 

 Lead 

 Zinc 

 Cadmium 

 Copper 

 PCBs and Hydrocarbons 

 

 Known Groundwater Issues  

 Chlorides* 

 Fluoride* 

 Arsenic** 
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Note: * Based on very limited groundwater quality data; **A specific area in The Township of 

Amherstburg.  

Note: Potential issues to drinking water sources will be further evaluated through detailed 

technical studies per MOE Guidance Module 5 as funded through MOE. 
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