
 

 

 

Agenda for Meeting of the Essex Region Source Protection Committee (SPC) to be held on Wednesday,  

May 20, 2009 in the Essex Civic Centre, Committee Room C, 360 Fairview Avenue West, Essex, Ontario, 

commencing at 4:00 P.M. 

 

ITEM  Pages 
  

CHAIR’S WELCOME  

  

DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST   
   

AGENDA   
   

 Agenda for the Meeting of the Essex Region Source Protection Committee (SPC) held 

on Wednesday, May 20, 2009. 

 

Recommendation 

THAT the Agenda for the Wednesday, May 20, 2009, Meeting of the Essex Region 

Source Protection Committee (SPC) be approved. 

1 - 2 

   

MINUTES   

   

1. Minutes of the Meeting of the Source Protection Committee (SPC) held on Wednesday, 

April 22, 2009.  

 

Recommendation 

THAT the Minutes of the Meeting of the Source Protection Committee (SPC) held on 

Wednesday, April 22, 2009 and the recommendations therein be adopted as distributed. 

3 - 18 

  

CORRESPONDENCE   

 None  

   

DELEGATIONS   

   

1. Michael Garraway, Water Budget Project Lead; Ministry of Natural Resources, will 

provide a presentation on Water Budget and Water Quantity Assessment. 
 

   

2. Mike Harris, M.O.E. London Office, will provide a presentation on M.O.E.’s Permits to 

Take Water (PTTW) Program. 
 

   

SOURCE PROTECTION AUTHORITY (SPA) INFORMATION  

 None  

   

REPORTS   

   

 SPC Report 04/09 - Tier 1 Water Budget – Interim Draft Report 

 

Recommendation  
 

THAT Report SPC 04/09 be received for information. 

19 - 23 
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OTHER BUSINESS   

   

1. Communications 

 
To promote the availability of landowner grants offered through the Ontario Drinking 

Water Stewardship Program, ERCA will be sending an information package in the near 

future  to all landowners within the IPZ-1 (1 km radius).  This package will emphasize 

the use our interactive website for landowners to easily see if their property falls within 

the stewardship guidelines.  The package will also contain basic information on the 

source protection concepts.  A package will also be mailed to the Source Protection 

Committee for information. 

 

As discussed at the February meeting, Ashley Stevenson and Andrew Pula have offered 

to work with the Chair and staff as an ad hoc committee to develop a formal 

communications plan for the Assessment Report.  Elements of the plan will include 

distribution of newsletters to landowners, public meetings, and open houses, as well as 

the formal public consultation process, as spelled out in the regulations.  This plan will 

be presented to the Source Protection Committee for endorsement at a meeting in the 

near future. 

 

   

NEW BUSINESS  

   

1. Terms of Reference 
 

The Minister of The Environment, John Gerretsen, recently approved the Terms of 

Reference effective May 07, 2009 (letter attached). 

24 - 25 

   

DATE – NEXT MEETING   

   

The next meeting of the SPC was scheduled to be held on June 17, 2009. There have been 

some requests for a postponement to the following Wednesday, June 24, 2009. This would 

also be advantageous in terms of allowing extra time for completion of technical work by the 

consultants, as this is the main purpose of this particular meeting. 

 

Recommendation 

 

THAT the June meeting be rescheduled to Wednesday, June 24, 2009, commencing at 4 p.m.   

 

   

CONCLUSION OF MEETING   

   

 

  

Stan Taylor P.Eng.,  

Director of Source Water Protection 
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Minutes of Meeting of the Essex Region Source Protection Committee (SPC) held on Wednesday, April 

22, 2009, in the Essex Civic Centre, Council Chambers, 360 Fairview Avenue West, Essex, Ontario. 
 

PRESENT     

MEMBERS: Robert Auger – carried proxy for Thom Hunt 

John Barnett 

Tom Fuerth (Chair) 

Charles McLean  

Teresa McLellan (MOE Liaison) 

Tim Mousseau  

Hans Peter Pfeifer – carried proxy for Dave Watsa 

Andrew Pula 

Gord Queen  

Ron Rogers (SPA Liaison) 

John Stuart – carried proxy for Mario Sonego 

Ashley Stevenson 

Larry Verbeke – carried proxy for John Barnett 

Jim Vincent 

 

 

  

REGRETS: Thom Hunt 

Mario Sonego  

David Watsa  

  

ABSENT: Deb Bennett (Health Liaison)  

Lou Zarlenga 

  

STAFF: Stan Taylor, Director of Source Water Protection 

Candice Kondratowicz, Administrative Assistant 

Raj Bejankiwar, Water Quality Specialist 

Roger Palmini, GIS/Data Specialist 

Susanne Tomkins, SWP Communications Specialist 

  

GUESTS: Bruce Davidson, Member of the Saugeen Grey Sauble North Bruce Peninsula Source Protection 

Committee 
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CALL TO ORDER  

  

The Chair of the SPC, Tom Fuerth, called the Meeting to Order at 4:10 p.m.   

  

The Chair noted that four present SPC Members carry proxies at this meeting; Hans Peter Pfeifer 

carries the proxy for Dave Watsa, Robert Auger carries the proxy for Thom Hunt, John Stuart 

carries the proxy for Mario Sonego, and Larry Verbeke carries the proxy for John Barnett.  John 

Barnett is expected to attend this meeting, but notified us that he will be late. 

 

  

Chair Fuerth thanked Charlie McLean for Chairing the March SPC Meeting.  Chair Fuerth also 

thanked Tim Mousseau for attending the World Water Day movie screening on his behalf, and also 

Hans Peter Pfeifer for attending the event. 

 

  

The Chair noted that Dave Watsa and Rajesh Bejankiwar attended a Symposium in Toronto on 

March 27, 2009 on “Preserving Ontario‟s Freshwater”.  Chair Fuerth requested that Raj Bejankiwar 

briefly speak about some items that were discussed at the Symposium, and that this item be added 

under the New Business section of the Agenda. 

 

  

It was noted that there was also another item that has recently been received but was not included in 

the Agenda; it has been requested to be added under the New Business section of this Agenda.  This 

item was a letter to the Essex Region Conservation Authority from Union Water Supply System 

relating to the Proposed Wind Turbine Project in Lake Erie. 

 

  

John Barnett arrives at 4:14 p.m.  

  

Chair Fuerth also welcomed two SPC Liaisons to the Meeting; Ron Rogers (SPA) and Teresa 

McLellan (MOE). 

 

  

INTRODUCTIONS   

   

Chair Fuerth introduced Mr. Bruce Davidson, Member of the Saugeen Grey Sauble North Bruce 

Peninsula Source Protection Committee.  Mr. Davidson will be presenting a powerpoint 

presentation on the Walkerton Water Tragedy under the Delegations section of the Agenda.  Chair 

Fuerth provided the SPC with Mr. Davidson‟s bio (attached).   

 

  

DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST  

None 

 

AGENDA   

   

1. The Agenda for the Meeting of the Essex Region Source Protection Committee (SPC) 

held on Wednesday, April 22, 2009.  

 

 Moved by 

Seconded by 
John Stuart 

Jim Vincent 

 

    

 THAT the Agenda for the Wednesday, April 22, 2009, Meeting of the Essex Region 

Source Protection Committee (SPC) be approved, and further; 

 

THAT the Agenda be modified to include the two items under the New Business section 

of this Agenda. 

 

   - CARRIED 
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MINUTES   

   

1. Minutes of the Meeting of the Source Protection Committee (SPC) held on Wednesday, 

March 25, 2009. 

 

 Moved by 

Seconded by 
Dave Watsa 

Larry Verbeke 

 

    

 THAT the Minutes for the Wednesday, March 25, 2009, Meeting of the Essex Region 

Source Protection Committee (SPC) be approved. 
 

   - CARRIED 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

None 

 

DELEGATIONS  

   

1. Bruce Davidson, Member of the Saugeen Grey Sauble North Bruce Peninsula Source 

Protection Committee, provided a powerpoint presentation regarding the Walkerton 

Water Tragedy (attached).   

 

   

 Chair Fuerth thanked Mr. Davidson for coming to present his story to the SPC.   On 

behalf of the SPC, Chair Fuerth provided Mr. Davidson with a small gift as appreciation 

for his compelling story. 

 

   

 Mr. Davidson advised the SPC that if they know of any Stakeholder groups that may 

benefit from hearing this presentation, a grant has now been received which provides 

him with the opportunity to present this story. 

 

   

SOURCE PROTECTION AUTHORITY (SPA) INFORMATION   

   

 The SPA Reports and Minutes from the ERCA Board of Directors‟ were provided for 

informational purposes.  Chair Fuerth noted that the SPC was discussed with the SPA; 

and it was mentioned that the SPC has the willingness and ability to work together very 

well.   

 

Moved by 

Seconded by 
Jim Vincent 

Charlie McLean 

 

   

 THAT the SPA Reports and Minutes be received as distributed.  

  - CARRIED 

   

REPORTS   

None   

  

OTHER BUSINESS   

   

1. Assessment Report  
 

Stan Taylor has advised the SPC that they will be receiving emails regarding suggested 

preparatory work for upcoming SPC meetings, including review of material from the 

binder „Technical Rules: Assessment Report‟ which was distributed at the March SPC 

Meeting, and other documents which were received previously which are associated 

with the Assessment Report.  It was noted that the SPC will be provided with electronic 

versions of the documents that will have to be reviewed. 
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2. Terms of Reference 
 

It was noted that the MOE‟s formal approval of the Terms of Reference is expected in 

the near future.  Some procedural things still had to be done, prior to the formal 

approval, such as a conference call.   

 

   

 Teresa McLellan informed the SPC that the approval should be received within a few 

weeks. 

 

   

Jim Vincent leaves at 5:15 p.m.  

   

NEW BUSINESS  

   

1. Rajesh Bejankiwar provided a brief summary of the key points which were discussed at 

the Symposium on “Preserving Ontario‟s Freshwater” which he and Dave Watsa 

attended on March 27, 2009 in Toronto, ON.  A summary from the Ontario Headwaters 

Institute (OHI) of the key points from Symposium was provided to the SPC (attached). 

 

   

2. The SPC was provided with a letter from John Kehoe, Union Water Supply System 

Joint Board of Management to the Essex Region Conservation Authority, dated April 

20, 2009 (attached).   

RE: Proposed Wind Turbine Project in Lake Erie 

 

Gord Queen was asked to discuss this letter in greater detail.  Mr. Queen noted that this 

item was discussed briefly at the March SPC Meeting.   This letter was to advise ERCA 

& the SPC of the potential issues that may arise in relation to the water quality at the 

intakes for the water treatment plant, if construction occurs.  Mr. Queen told the SPC 

that there is no clear identification as to where the turbines will be potentially situated.   

 

Mr. Taylor advised that as a commenting agency through the Environmental Assessment 

process, ERCA will be requesting information from the proponents in order to 

determine whether there are potential concerns regarding water quality and other 

matters, including any potential concerns with respect to the water quality at the water 

intakes. Mr. Taylor indicated that the SPC will be informed of any relevant information 

in this regard, including correspondence from ERCA to the proponents through the EA 

process. 

 

It was noted that in the event that this project or any other project is determined to be a 

„Significant Threat‟ to water quality at an intake, there would need to be 

recommendation to the SPC in this regard.   

 

   

 Moved by 

Seconded by 

Charlie McLean 

Gord Queen 

 

    

 THAT the SPC request the Conservation Authority to obtain information regarding 

potential water quality issues at the Union Water Plant intakes due to the proposed 

construction, and further; 

 

THAT information be provided regarding the potential for this project to be a 

Significant Threat. 

- CARRIED 

   

A five (5) minute break was provided before the showing of the Movie “FLOW” For the Love of  
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Water.  The SPC was advised that food would be available after the showing of the movie. 

  

3. Susanne Tomkins provided a brief introduction for the Movie “FLOW”.  Susanne 

briefly discussed the showing of it at the World Water Day event, noting that it was well 

received. 

 

   

4. Chair Fuerth advised the SPC that there were three (3) to four (4) stories about the 

Canadian Water Supply in the April issue of Readers Digest if any one was interested. 

 

   

MEETING ADJOURNMENT  

   

 Meeting adjourned by consensus following the movie at 7:07 p.m.  

   

DATE – NEXT MEETING  

  

The next meeting of the SPC is scheduled for Wednesday, May 20, 2009  in the Essex Civic 

Centre, Committee Room C, which begins at 4:00 p.m.  
 

  

CONCLUSION OF MEETING   

   

 

  

Stan Taylor P.Eng.,  

Director of Source Water Protection 
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Presentation Objectives: 

The primary objective of the presentation is to extend outreach and education regarding 
the consequences of failing to protect drinking water from source to tap including 
economic, health and social ramifications following the Walkerton Water Tragedy.  A 
review of the systemic breakdown leading to the Walkerton Water Tragedy will clearly 
illustrate the vital importance of the tasks to be carried out by all those charged with the 
provision of safe drinking water. This seminar will deliver a unique perspective on the 
Walkerton Water Tragedy that will resonate with water professionals both on a technical 
and emotional level regarding the need for comprehensive protection of drinking water. 

Bruce Davidson’s Bio: 

Bruce Davidson is co-founder and spokesmen for The Concerned Walkerton Citizens a 
group that was formed in direct response to the Walkerton Water Tragedy.  The CWC 
successfully fought for and gained full status in the Walkerton Water Inquiry.  Since 
2000, he has been involved in outreach, education and policy development regarding 
the protection of drinking water sources across Canada.  Currently, Bruce holds 
positions on a number of boards and committees including, The Saugeen Grey Sauble 
North Bruce Pennisula Source Protection Committee, the Brockton Environmental 
Advisory Committee, the Walkerton-Hanover Landfill Committee, The Board of Directors 
of the Candian Environmental Law Association (CELA) and he is an enthusiastic 
member of the Water Guardians Network.  
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